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vassal. Therefore it was supposed that every person was
duty-bound to respect the absolute command of the
ancestors.

In order to give this custom formal basis many stories
were invented. However, this practice of ancestor worship is
fast declining in the modern period because of the phase of
Increasing industrialization that is overpowering China. But
even now ancestor worship has its own significance in the
form of property rights and material rights enjoyed by the
Individuals. Confucianism was influenced by Taoism. The
cardinal principle of Taoism was that human nature is essen-
tially good as it is the deposit of the Tao, This line of
thinking gave to the Chinese the concept of One World and
respect for humanity. There was no room for any petty
outlook or narrow egotism in Confucianism as influenced by
.Taoism. In due course of time Confucianism was also
influenced by Buddhism and adopted the method of medita-
tion for the realization of LI, the principle of spirituality.

Confucianism was not restricted within the limits of China
alone. Its influence was felt even in Korea, Japan, and
adjoining nations. In the modern period some European
thinkers have tried to place the philosophy of Confucianism in
an appreciative manner. Among such thinkers the name of
Leibnitz emerges out as very prominent. In his work he
Braised it as practical philosophy. He wrote : "So great is
obedience of superiors among them, the respect of old age, the
almost religious cult of ancestors, that a bad word against
them is fcot heard and is regarded as patricide among us."

A reviyal of Coixfucianism was attempted by Chiang Kai-
_SJ*efc at Nanchung in the fqrm of New Life Movement* Xt
aimed at the Inculcation of four principles :

;(1) Regulated attitude Li

(2)  Jtiglut befa^vioiir YI

(3)  Honeity in personal and social life, Lien